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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

1) Answer both Section One and Section Two.

2) Beain Section Two on a fresh sheet of paper.

3) Write the sechion and question number before you begin.

4) Hand in Section One and Section Two separately.

5) You are advi.sed to spend equa: aprount of time orn 2ach section.

Additional Materials:

3 sheels of wrniting paper

....................................................................................................

This question paper consists of _3_ printed pages.
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Section One [30 marksj"

You are advised to write between 350 and 500 words on one of the foilowing
topics.

At the head of your composition, write the humber of the topic you have chosen.

y A

1. "The only child in a family tends to be over-protected and spoilt.” Do you agree
-  with the siaiernent?

2. Compassion.

3. In what ways do family members and friends affect the self-esteem of a young
person?

4. Wnte about an occasion when your carelessness led to an unforeseen
consequence.

5. Singapore is opening its doors and becoming a more inclusive society. What

values do you think will endure despile a rapidly changing soctety and
technological advancements?
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Section Two [30 marks]

You are advised to write between 250 and 550 words for this section.

You should read the information carefully and plan your answer before
beginning to write.

The editorial committee of the school’s yearbook is writing its annual wrap-up of the
activities that- have been conducted. This year, the committee has tasked a few
representatives among the senior students to reminisce about the different events tha
were held by the school. As the Chairperson of the student leadership committee, you

have io write one of these articles. You have interviewed some of your peers and noted
their responses. - - |

| National Education events:

« Cultural immersion activities were fun and the food was tasty.
= More aware of the challenges facing our small country.
» Could have more hands-on activities .

Sports Day: |

» Most are going to miss the cheerleading segments.

* Opporiunity to show off sporting talents and Prowess.
» Boring, when only a member of the audience.

50" Anniversary Celebrations.
c Tickets io the Goiden Jubilee Dinner were expensive.

* Ilwas mspiring to know that the schooi has produced so many successfui women.
e The 50-lap run was interesting. Didn’t know that the leachers were so fitl

e

| Qutdoor Adventure Camp:

= Learnt relevant and practical skilis.

 tostered closer ties between classmates ang teachers.
« Took up alot of ime and energy. Could have been better spent on studying.

)

= m—

Write an article for the school magazine that is both informative and interesting so
as 10 engage your readers. Explain in detail why these activities were memoerable

despite the negative aspects and the valuable lessons that have been learnt from
them. i

Your report must be in clear and accurate English and in atone that is appropriate to
the purpose and to the reader.

End of paper
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Read Passage A and passage B and then answer the questions.

Passage A

1 Anti-personnel landmines remain one of the unmet challenges of preventive medicine. in
the aftermath of modern civil and international conflict, civilians - especially children -
continue to be killed long after the end of hostilities. @lany vicims are not recorded in
official statistics} Nonetheless, estimates place the current death rate at some 800
people a month, with another 1000 - 2000 surviving each month with biast Injuries and
consequent disability. At least 26 of the estimated 200 nations of the world have

-landmines seeded over their surface, and{many other countries have a role in their

manufacture; sale, and usej Even if an international moratorium on the manufact

1 Q%L

ure and

use of anti-personnel mines was achieveg ncrw,(landmine clearance will take centuries}

2 The case against the continued production and use of antiversonnel mines, like that

against poison gas and biological warfare, is theirﬁndiscriminate ffects on civilians and

¢children. The profession of arms, hke all professions has evolved a code of ethics, with
the underlying ethos tha\tﬁgeven when all attemptsto maintain pPeace have failed) when

peoples or nations go to

of animalistic degradatieﬂi&ll pations currently r 3

weapons of war. If used

var, it is still possible to prosecute combat at a level above that

aite

ithin existing ethicat codes there is no moral violation in their

tactical use. But, as with poison 9as and biological weapons, those most kely to use

them are those Iea_st likely to observe humanitarian codes of armed conflict.

3 Landmines are specifically designed as anii-vehicle mines, as ambush weapons, or as

antl-personnel mines. Modern anti-vehicle mines are highly sophisticated and contain
computensed circuitry that can detect critical mass, ferrous metals, or vibration, and can

select vehicies or other hard targets for destruction. There is now 2 bewildering

array of

anti-personnel mines, and more than 60 difterent types are used in conflict zones. Anti-
personnel mines can be improvised. often with great ingenuity, from simple explosives
with crafty tnggers, suclahas those made from slit bamboo and nalls or metal foil. In the

past decade, however,

mass production of anti-personnel mines has lowered the uni

price End even the poorest nations or groups of insurgents can import tens of thousands

each year. Over 110 million landmines are currently in existence.

4 Anti-personnel mines reguire only a small charge of expiosive to be effective. With
deadiy cynicism, many armies use smaller mines to [wound rather than kiH) A dead
soldier wilinot in himself halt an advance, but an Injured one requirning resuscitation and
rescue will. Formail tactical training in many countries acknowledges that extracting
survivors of lJandmine blasts hinders moraig, ties up transport and ott,or resources. and

demands seromedical evacuation.

5 Although anti-personnel landmines may be a legitimate weapon of war, they have no.

place In an ensuing peace  The civilian death toil shows that they are ¢fien sown in

-

places where civilians - especially children and farmers - werk, forage, and play. Many cf
the anti-personnel mines used in the 19905 were made _entirely of plastic to escape

detection:and so may float in floodwater run oﬁ,\'kiiling and injuring people magy

wallilier

Kilometres from (the site_of primary implantation in_places whare mines are not

considered a threat. This has been 3 particular problem in Alghanistan Cambodia and

- —_—— -
[ — r

Rwanda, where all plastic butterily shaped "babykiler” mines have been Fdispersed by

r—*éf )

6  The medica! conscquences of landmines are well known. Avulsion of one or poth feet or
lower _limbs is typical with shrapnel f{aqmentatiﬁ“way_nds o the pelvis abdomen,
therax, and face. Bhnding in one or both eyes is common, and conductive deafness
almost inevitable. The blast wave travels Up_the_hones of the leq. and amputation weill
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above the site of frank avulsion is necessary because of bony as well as soft tissue

devitalisation. Civilian Injuries ,usually involve more than one victim, and sometimes
whole families or gr ' ' injured. The le

deaf, blinded orphan children is a chalienge for preventive medicine that the medic
profession cannot ignore.

The common thread woven through this ethical evolution ‘of the profession of arms is
that all such weapons are indiscriminate in their effects. The technology of the 20th
century has produced a cheap, highly efficient, indiscriminate killer. In this context it is

logical, indeed now mandatory, to insist on a new International convention to ban the
manufacture, trade, and use of anti-personnel mines.

Adapted from an article by Professor John Pearn in the British Medical Journal of 29
November 1997.

Passage B

.1

The announcement of 3 uniateral ban on the use and stockpiling of antipersonnel
landmines by the government of the United Kingdom is the culmination of a VI Orous

media campaign by a coalition of agencies led by the Red Cross. Some media reports,
especially the recent one on Princess Diana's visit to Angola, however, have seriously

distorted the facts about landmines. The debate on the international regulation of
landmines has been emotional ang conducted by people with little firsthand experience.

Much of the commentary 1s ilf iInfformed, and wider issues of landmine control have not
been adequately discussed. ~

For nve days the British media were full of pictures from Angola of Diana, Princess of

Wales, as she visited hospitals, rehabilitation centres, and other sites showing the

devastation caused by antipersonnel! landmines in that war ravaged country. The
Princess is a magnet for the British media. She is considered newsworthy regardless of
the occasion, and her picture on the cover is ssid to ncrease the sales of most
magazines. Her picture, associated with the tragic results of mines in Angola, has
broughtlandmines to the notice of an audience which would never otherwice have seen

them. In her first speech.-in Luanda, the Princess spoke of the herror of these weapons

of the human tragedies they cause, and ofthe campaign by the Red Cross for o ban on
their manufacture, sale, and use.

Seeing the overwhelming support for Diana from the nation, which had been presented
for the first time with the human face of Angola's tragedy, the governmenit reacted swiftly
and made it clear that the Government and Diana shared a common objective of trying
to see an end, particularly, to the@ndiscriminat% use of fandmines. The Princess’s tour
has had extraordinary results. She has Pul a human face onto the politics  of
antipersonnel landmines and has wrong footed governments that seek tg persuade the
world that very slow progress toward s worldwide ban is adeguate. Her aim as reported
in all newspapers - "AllI'm trying to do is help”"-has certainly been achieved.

However, a complete ban on antipersonne! landmines is impossible to enforce and avel
necessarnly desirable. The number of mines said to be still active in various countries s
in the tens of millions, but there is hittle evidence {o support these estimates Some have
claimed that landmines made in Britain Injure civiians in many countries. This is in

contradiction to our experience: over the past five years we have worked with landmine

clearance teams in many heavily mined countries and neither of us has ever seen g
mine retrieved that was made in Britain,

.|"'1
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9 A better option woulid be to enact a treaty which permits the use of self destructing or
self neutralising weapons but compietely bans the use of non-detectable - e 35
explosive charge could be limited as this would reduce the number of patient ,
amputations above the knee and thus lessen the problems of rehabilitation. 7,

approach rather than an outright ban would increase the chance of the Uniied Nations -

en2-ling a treaty or tightening protocol of its weapons conveption. The medical
profession has been in the forefront of the campaign for st

ricter regulation of landmines. 40
As scientists we know that complicated situations cannot be reduced to black and whita
issues. Writing emotional sketches and €xaggerating the known facts may sell
newspapers, but it is not going to solve the problem. |

1..4' j-.l'l-.-r' x..ljjl

Adapted from 2 letters by Eddie Chalo

ner and Vivienne Nathanson in the British Medical
Journal of 25 January 1997

4
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Read Passage A and Passage B in the insert and then answer all the questions which follow below.
You are recommended to answer the questions in the order set.

Mistakes in spelling, punctuation and grammar may be penalised in any part of the paper.

NOTE: When a question asks you to answer in your own words, YOU MUST NOT COPY THE
WORDS IN THE PASSAGE IN YOUR ANSWER.

From Passage A
From paragraph 1:

1 (a) Suggest one problem that may arise due to lack of complete records of the use of anti-
personnel landmines. - _ [1]

1 (b} Why is it difficult to achieve an international moratorium against the use of antipersonnel
landmines as a weapon? (2]

From paragraph 2:
2 Expiain in your own words, the code of ethics tor the conduct of war. | [Z]
-rom paragraph 3:

3 Explain why antipersonnel landmines are used on = wide scaie. (1}

From paragraph 4:

4 Explain fully, in your own words how armies use the antipersonnel landmines to stop an
invading army. [<]

L

From paragraph 5:

S ldentify the TWO reasons wiy it is so difficult to locate the exact pcsitions of antipersonnel
landmines., (2]

From paragraph 6

6 What are the social and economic consequences for a country with civilian landmine victims? [ 2]

From Passage B
From paragrapih 1

7 Why, in the auther's opinion, are media reports untrustworthy and limiting? Answer in your own
words. (2]

From paragraph 2;

8 Explain how the hypocrisy of the British media is further demonstrated. (1]
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From paragraph 3:

9 'She has put a human face on the politics of antipersonne! landmines. What /.

L hor
mean by this phrase?

L1]

10What do you think were Princess Diana's political objectives before she went on the trip and
how have they been achieved? - {2)

From paragraph 4:

11 How has the author rebutted the arquments that support the complete ban on antipersonne!
landmines? [2]

From Passaqges A and B:

L

12For each of the following words or phrases, give one word or short phrase ) of not more than
seven words) which has the same meaning that the word or phrase has in the passage.

From Passage A: From Passage B:
1. Indiscriminate (line 11) 4. retrieved (line 33)
2. bewildering (line 22) . 2. exaggerating (line 42)

3.  prmary (line 40)
9]

13Passage A provides a number of reasons that exptain why the manufacture, sale and use of
anti-personnel iandmines should be banned.

Using your own words as far as possible, summarise these reasons.

USE THE MATERIAL IN PASSAGE A FROM LINE 10 TO LINE 52.

Your summary, which must be in continuous writing (not note form), must not be more than 150
words (not counting the words given to help you begin).

Begin your summary as follows:

The international community requires a convention that either controls or bans the manufacture,
trade and use of anti-personnel landmines because [25]

$
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Passage A

Qla)

Answer Sheets
Cedar Girls’ Secondary Schosl Paper 2 2007

SN P
L

S Ve g

The lack of complete records of the use @f anti-personnel landmines hinders the
tracing and. subsequent removal of the landmines after the h{}stilmes have ended
T the sald region, causing further ctvilian harm. B =

It is dlfﬁcujt to achieve 1t as’ numerous countries are involved in the production,
sale and deployment of landmlnﬁs and tracing the usage of the mines wﬂl take a

3 hu pe cffar’[ ana:i extended tlmehne for full clearance to be Iealized

'Tlle code of t..,th]cs for the conduct of war revolves around the constaut thought
that should all else fails to maintain the peace among lmsule parties, combat -

.-";:-'v,lmuid Stlll be undertaken at a level w1th some, humamty wzth R0 mvolvcment of

- the young avd hle unanncd |

Q5.

06,

B

Anti pcrmnnel mmcs are used ona mde sca]e as mass nradumon has I{}wercd the

untt price of the mines, allowing hﬂsﬂle parties to be able toarm themselves and
deploy the iandrmnes with relative ease and in large numbers |

’\nnpermnml mincs aim to maim and ) Injure 1madmg trmps mthcr than killing
them totally. Injured troeps wﬂl reqmre saving and rescuing cfforts on the field,
slowing the advancement of the army and. lﬁwermg the arny’s momh: Also,
resources have to be mobihized for the rescue efforts which may actually be put to
better use on the battlf: field.

I.andmines were madc entircly Gfp]astlc which may cscape detection by metal
detectors during minefield clearances ~ Also, landmines mnay float during floods,

bringing them away from the deployment arcas, making detection and wbsequ&nl
removat etforts barder than before.

Landnine victims have to be siven adcquate medical care and livelihood
provision which may last the entire life of the victim, sapping much on the
economic resources of the country. As families may be broken apart due to the
tandmines, social problems may rise with so many omphaned and homeless
children under the care of the country.
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Answer Sheets
Cedar Girls’ Secondary School Paper 2 2007

Passage B

Q7.

Q()_.

Q10

O11

012,

Media reparts try to play up the emotions of readers with the reporting and are
written by people with little hands-on exposure in the field” ‘Aldso, the reports are

. also not wel informed and may exclude several wider aspects of the cantml of
landmiznes. |

The British medla levﬂrages on Pnnce%s [iana’s appearances. m war rdvqged

.. countries to bmst its sales by placing pictures of the Princess on magazines, a
total cynical way of using death and destruction to bmst media sales.
The authﬂr meant that Princess Diana’s humamtarlan mvolvcmcnt In anti-mine

usage cﬁorts has brought attention to the i issue and: mdlrectly exerted pressure on
the countries and bodles nwolved to step up efﬁ}ns to bnﬂg an end to this long
and dmggﬂng ISsue. | | | |

She wanted to exert presauw‘ on coumnes to step up eﬁ‘arts m mine clearance
efforts zmd mine production bans. Also, the Princess was also lDDkII]” torward to
efforts to stop the md]scnmmate use of Iandmmes |

The authur had cxpldmed that the ﬂumber of laﬂdnunes to be neutralized and _
banned was too overwhelming for any efforts to be viable. He then proceeded on
o suggest atreaty that himits the type of mines that could be used to reduce
unne{,essanly destructive effects instead of a compiete but non-vizble ban on
mine usage, which can more casily be endorsed ard eufaru,d by the United
Nations. |

1) Unselective and random
) Extremely Confusing

Ly Original

4 Recovered

5) Overstaiing untruthfully
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Q13.

Answer Sheets
(edar (ﬂrls Semndary Schosl Paper 2 2007

oLl ﬂ - __-:._I.-.-___.
50 %,
.

e e

Points QJl::tf::ﬂ,lld Include:

[ndiscniminate usage of mines on civilians, children and the unarmcd

Most nations that utlhz,e mines for destrunt 1on arc less hkely te chsarve

humamtarian codes of armed conflict i

Mass pr{:}ductlon has made mines widel y aftordable for msurgcnts and
nations, worsening the situation of destruction. -

o I‘vﬁnes arc designed to maim and injure rather than kill for nuhtaw tﬂbiital
'lc:aac)nc but also making it a more mhumane Weapon of destruction..

Civilians make up great percentage:- of victims due to deployment Uf MINES
10 ciwhan areas and movemcnt et mulea ta cxwh.:m areas from their lﬂltlal
area nfdep!m*ment AL | .
_andmines cause severe mjmes to victims which. may inclade blmdzn g |

maiming and compulsory amputation, requirin g mtenqwe medical care,
indirectly draining economic resources.

Familics may be broken up due to 1andmiﬁe deaths
Social problems may arise when blind, deaf and orphancd children wili
have to grow up and be taken c:dre of by the socicty.
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